MARINE PLYWOOD to
BS1088-1:2003
General Description:
Marine Plywood is manufactured from a selection of hardwood species. The board is normally manufactured with an odd
number of plies, each ply being oriented at 90 degrees to the one bonded to it, to create a balanced construction. The face
and reverse veneers are almost always oriented in the direction of the longest dimension. Marine Grade plywood differs from
most other hardwood plywoods in 4 specific ways:
1. The hardwood species are from a select group, known to be naturally resistant to fungal decay and beetle larvae
infestation. BS 1088 describes “Standard Marine Plywood” as “made throughout of timbers having a durability of Class
3, BS EN 350-2 or better” with a minimum nominal density >500 kg/m3. BS 1088 also allows for a “Lightweight Marine
Plywood” of durability Class 4, BS EN 350-2, or better and of density <500 kg/m3. In either case, up to 5% sapwood is
permitted in any veneer.
2. The quality of the core veneers is generally the same as the face, regarding the absence of open defects, resulting in a
virtually solid panel with few core voids. This is a guide only and BS 1088 is specific regarding the actual type, size and
frequency of the defects permitted in outer and inner plies.
3. The standard specifies minimum thickness of veneer: outer plies minimum 1mm after sanding; inner plies maximum of
4.8mm for panels more than 3.8mm nominal thickness. In practice, inner plies are generally thinner. This gives rise to a
greater number of thinner veneers than many other plywoods. More veneers require more glue lines, thus increasing the
glue content of the panel giving rise to greater stability. In panels of 6.5mm or less, a minimum of 3 plies is required.
4. The proportion of veneer oriented with the grain parallel to the face must be between 40% and 65% of the nominal,
unsanded thickness of the panel.
Board Thickness:

Imported in thicknesses of 6, 9,12,15,18 & 25mm

Standard Size: 2440 x 1220
Bond Class:

BS EN 314-2 Class 3 .

Durability:

Meets the requirements of BS EN 636-3, Plywood Specifications (unprotected exterior uses).

Packing and weights:
thickness [mm]

Boards per pack

Weight per board [kg]

6

150

11.2

9

100

16.7

12

75

21.9

15

60

27.4

18

50

32.9

25

36

45.7

Physical Data:
Density -		
Moisture Content Strength Data Tolerances -		

600 - 680 kg/m3 (depending on specie)
10% +/- 3%
Not available
to BS1088-1:2003

Applications: Manufacture of marine craft.
Marine Ply is sometimes specified for construction work in situations where maintenance or replacement of a failed
component would be difficult or prohibitively expensive. In construction situations, only CPR compliant panels (i.e. tested in
accordance with BS EN 13986) may be used.
EUTR Compliance:
We buy Marine grade plywood product from sources offering SVLK or MYTLAS certification. As such these are assessed as
being of neglible risk under EUTR.
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